Mi 


CROGRAHP I A. 


body plac d in that pofture. The Jeggs were all much of the lame make 
being all of them cover’d with a drong hairy fcale or Ihel,jud like the legs 
of a Grabb or Lobder, and the contrivance of the joints feem’d much the 
lame j each legg leem’d made up of eight parts, i, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6, 7, 8, to 
the eighth or la ft of which, grew the foies and claws, defcribed before 
in the 38. Objkrvation. 

* Out of the upper part of this trunck grew the two wings, which I men- 
tion'd in the 38. Obfervatioti , confiding of a film, extended on certain 
lmall ftiff wires or bones: thefe in a blue Fly, were much longer then 
the body, but in other kind of Flies they are of very differing propor- 
tions to the body. Thefe films,in many Flies, were fo thin,that,like feveral 
other plated bodies (mention’d in the ninth Observation) they afforded 
all varieties of fantaffical or tranfient colours (thereaibnofwhichlhave 
here endeavoured to explain) they feem’d'to receive their nourifhment 
from the ftalks or wires, which feem'd to be hollow, and neer the upper 
part of the wing L L feveral of them feem’d jointed, the fhape of which 
will fufliciently appear by the black lines in the fecond Figure of the 
26. Scheme , which is a delineation of one of thofe wings expanded di- 
re&ly to the eyes. 

All the hinder part of its body is cover’d with a mod curious blue flii- 
ning armour,looking exattly like a polifh’d piece of deel brought to that 
blue colour by annealing, all which armour is very thick beduck with 
abundance of tapering brides, fuch as grow on its back, as is vifible 
enough by the Figure. 

Nor wastheinfide of this creature lefs beautifull then itsoutfide, for 
cutting off a part of the belly, and then viewing it, to fee if I could dif- 
cover any Veflels, fuch as are to be found in a greater Animals, and even 
in Snails exceeding manifedly,I found,much beyond my expectation, that 
there were abundance of branchings of Milk-white veflels, no lefs curious 
then the branchings of veins and arteries in bigger terredrial Animals, in 
one of which, I found two notable branches, joining their two main docks, 
as it were, into one common duttus $ now, to what veins or arteries thefe 
Veffells were analogs, whether to the vena fort a , or the meferaic{ vef 
fel/s , or the like, or indeed, whether they were veins and arteries, or vafa 
la&ea, properly fo called, I am not hitherto able to determine, having 
not yet made fufficient enquiry 5 but in all particulars, there feems not to 
be any thing lefs of curious contrivance in thefe Infe&s, then in thofe 
larger terredrial Animals, for I had never feen any more curious branch- 
ings of Veffells, then thofe I obferv’d in two or three of thefe Flies thus 
opened. 

It is a creature aftive and nimble, fo as there are very few creatures 
like it, whether bigger or fmaller, in fo much, that it will f«pe and 
avoid a ftnall body, though coming on it exceeding fwiftly, and it it lees 
any thing approaching it, which it fears, it prelent ly fquats own, 

were,that it may be the more ready for its rife. . . , • 

Nor is it lefs hardy in the Winter, then aftive in the Summer, indui ng 
all the Freds, and furviving till the next Summer, notwithdandingtne 
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hitter cold of our Climate 5 nay, this creature will indure to be frozen, 
^nd vet not be dedroy’d,for I have taken one of them out of the Snow 
whereon it has been dozen alniod white, with the Ice about it, and yet 
by thawing it gently by the warmth of a fare, it has quickly reviv d and 

^This^kfed of Fly feems by the deams or fade of fermenting and 
oucrifying meat (which it often kiifes,as’twere, with its probofeis as it trips 
over it) to be dimulated or excited to ejedt its Eggs or Seed on it, per- 
haps from the fame reafon as Dogs, Cats, and many other brute creatures 
are excited to their particular luffs, by the fmellof their females when 
by Nature prepared for generation } the males feendng by thole kind 
of fmells, or other incitations, to be as much ncccflitated thereto, as 
Aqua. Regis drongly impregnated with a iolution of Gold, is forced to pre- 
cipitate it by the affufionof fpirit of Urine, or a folution of Salt of 

One of thefe put in fpirit of Wine, was very quickly feemingly kill’d, 
and both its eys and mouth began to look very red, but upon the taking 
ofit out, and differing it to lie three or four hours, and heating it with 
the Sun beams cad through a Burning-glafs, it again reviv’d, feeming, as 
it were, to have been all the intermediate time, but dead drunk, and af- 
ter certain hours to grow frefh again and lober. 
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Obfcrv. XL III. Of the Water-Infeft or Gnat, 

T His little creature, defcribed in the fird Figure of the 27. Scheme^ 
wasafmall fealed or crufted Animal, which I have often obferv’d 
to be generated in Rain-water 5 I have alfo obferv’d it both in Pond and 
River-Water. It is fuppos’d by feme, to deduce its fird original from the 
putrifaftion of Rain- water, in which,if it have dood any time open to the 
air, you fliall feldom mifs,all the Summer long, of dore of them frifking 
too and fro. 

’Tisa creature, wholly differing in thape from any I ever obferv’d 5 nor 
isitsmotion lefsdrange: It has a very large head, in proportion to its 
body, all covered with a fliell, like other tefaceous Animals, but it dif- 
fers in this, that it has, up and down feveral parts of it, feveral tufts of 
hairs, or brides, plac’d in the order exprefs’d in the Figure 5 It has two 
hornsjwhichfecm’d almod like the horns of an Oxe,inverted,and, as neer 
as I could ghefs,were hollow, with tufts of brilles,likewife at the top^thefe 
horns they could move cafily this or that way,and might, perchance, be 
their nodrils. It has a pretty large mouth, which feem’d contriv’d much 
like thofe of Crabs and Lobders,by which, I have often obferv’d them to 
feed on water, or feme imperceptible nutritive fubdance in it. 

. I could perceive, through the tranfparent Ihell,while the Animal fur- 
Vivd, feveral motions in the head, thorax, and belly, very didinftly, 
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